feature
communication

afety first

THE ISSUE OF TELCO ACCESS TO BUILDINGS HAS

SUCCESSFULLY BEEN TAKEN OFF THE BOIL. HOWEVER A
NEW THREAT MAY BE EMERGING IN THE COMMUNICATIONS
GAME. CHRIS LARSEN REPORTS.

bbreviations promise to dominate
an amergent issue in the business
af managing telecommiinications
iowers an commiercial bulldings
You're probably familiar with OH&S
— accupational health and safery OH&S
threatens o be a problem in this sector
because of EMR - electro-magnetic rad|-
atlon (e the waves emitted by trans-
mitters)
Il the problem becomes real then no
doubt we'll have a bout of FIQ (fix it

solution o the problem,. The company
has formed a joint venture with EMC
Technologles o creale a natlonwide,
incustry-recognised  management  sys
tem for moaltop emitters.,

“Ar the: moment, desplie radiation
folders being created for sites, there is
no publicly accessible system in place
The folders are: either iniermal docu
ments or are 1'1_,‘[4_“!1.!_!:! I Cormimunica-
tions sheds or in desk driovwers

“What is needed is a single on-line

“Essentially, both industries can benefit by doing
under one management system what the carriers
cannot do individually or as a group.”

Barbara Phi

quicky followed swiftly by OWBS (or
we'll be sued), This could bécome quite
a problem if you HMNI (have no insur-
ancej,

ACT-based company FuturePace
Solutions says the property  industry
faces a problem in the growing aware
ness of the hazards associated with
human exposure 10 EMR from radio
antennas

“A new government standard for the
leseel of safe worker and public exposure
wis approved in March this year,”™ says
FuturePace direcior Barbara Phi

“This standard is currently being
applied o OH&S rulings throughout
Australia and the property industry
needs o make choloes about how (o
manage its consequences. ™

FulurePace believes it has created a

18 Property Australla - Dctober 2002

management system which recognises
that nieither the property owner nar the
telcos start ol (0 create a human expo-
sure risk, it being simply an unfortunate
by-product of bath core businesses,”

FuturePace's model would record and
manage EMR emissions on rooflops,
coordinate anternnae placement and
safety, and integrate EMR assessment
with an  existing, on-ling transmitter
licensing process

Phi believes the interests of the own-
ers and carriers could be aligned if the
process was properly managed, while at
the same time producing cost savings
for both sides

“Essentially. both industries can ben-
efit by doing ander one management
systern what the carriers cannot do indi
vidually or as a grodp,” Phi says

“While the bullding owner must now
be responsible for the management of
cortain activities that previously were
left to rooftop tenants, there are | addi-
tonal benefits. nat only for buiiding
owners but also carriers

“By integrating the EMR assessment
process with existing on-line licensing.
substantial savings résult for carriers.”

FuturePace’s proposal has a support
ér in Richard Ome, manager of propercy
e-tnisiness development for AMP and
chair of the Property Council’s telecom-
ML CALKNS sub-cornmitties

“I think what FuturePace is proposing
s sound,.” Ople says

“It's inevitable thar some form of con-
trols (will be applied) in bulldings. 1t's
really just how that comes into being

1 would support any inltiative that
wiild allow us tocself-regulate ~

However Adrian Service — national
executive director for  consultancy G
Service - says he Is "irying (o see the
value proposition, the upside” in the
propasal,

Service, who ‘counts: the- ielecommw
nications carriers as his major chents,
Siys:

“Like all things it's about having a
plan, a process and a procedure It's a
risk management procedure

"The carriers have a robust method-
ology for dealing with these issues them
selves,” and |t is the carriers who have a
higher OH&S risk than building owners
in this area

“There's somp commercial informa
tion they (the carmers) may not be will
ing to share,” SErvice Says.

“If you're'a bullding owner, even |
you're a portholio ownér you pretry
mitich know that suff anyway. " [l




